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SBLTV ANNOUNCES 
NEW ATTORNEY  
TRENT TURNER

Smith, Born, Leventis, Taylor & Vega, LLC is pleased to announce that
Attorney Trent Turner recently joined our firm's litigation team. Trent
is a University of South Carolina Joseph F. Rice School of Law
graduate, during which time he was a member in several student
organizations and a student ambassador. Outside of work, Trent
enjoys exercising and spending time with family and friends. We are
excited to welcome Trent to our team and look forward to the many
contributions he will make as part of our growing litigation
department.



Written by: Bill Smith

DO I NEED A LAWYER FOR MY
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION CLAIM?

I’m usually asked this question several times per day and have written about it
before. The answer is, if you have suffered a significant injury, most definitely
yes. A recent study compiled and published by the Workers’ Compensation
Research Institute (WCRI) completely supports this answer.

In September 2024, WCRI published a study
entitled “Impact of Attorney Representation on
Workers’ Compensation Payments.” The study
found that on average, injured workers who hire
an attorney recovered well over 200% more than
injured workers who did not hire an attorney. It
went on to conclude that injured workers
received substantially higher awards when
attorneys are involved, even after accounting for
fees that workers pay to attorneys. This is
something we’ve always known, but it was nice
to see an independent study that confirmed the
point.

Does every injured worker need an attorney? No, they do not. There are some
cases, usually involving more minor injuries, where an attorney isn’t going to
make a big difference in the outcome. Frankly, that is the standard we use to
determine whether we will undertake representation in a case. We meet with
the potential client to evaluate the case. If we don’t think we can make a
difference in the case, then we will explain that and give whatever advice we
can to the potential client to try to get them going in the right direction
without undertaking representation.

This standard is true not just in workers’ compensation cases, but also in
other personal injury claims we handle. If you, a loved one, family or friend
have been injured on the job, in a car accident, or in any other accident
caused by someone else, please give us a call. If we can help you, we’ll be glad
to do so. If we don’t think we can make a difference for you, we’ll tell you, but
still try to give you the best advice we can. Please don’t hesitate to reach out
to us. We absolutely believe in what we do and helping our deserving injured
clients gives us great joy!



Community Outreach Corner

Kids’ Chance raises money through the generous donations of
those in the worker’s compensation field through their
scholarship society and through various fundraisers held
annually throughout the state. Since Kids’ Chance awarded their
first scholarship in 1995, scholarships of nearly $1.33 million
have been awarded. Over the course of the year in 2023, Kids’
Chance of South Carolina was able to award scholarships to 14
young men and women attending schools in both North and
South Carolina. The majority of those scholarships continue this
year and will continue until the young adults graduate. The
financial hardships that families face when a worker is lost or
severely injured are vast, but Kids’ Chance works towards
alleviating at least one small part of that burden.

We here at Smith, Born, Leventis, Taylor & Vega
LLC do what we can to give back to the
community in addition to the time we spend
working for our clients. A number of our
attorneys and staff serve on various boards
throughout the state and one of our favorites is
Kids’ Chance of South Carolina. Kids’ Chance
gives the children of workers who have been
seriously injured or lost on the job a chance at a
better future by providing scholarships and
support as they attend college or trade school.

Our very own, Jim Sproat, serves on the Kids’ Chance of South Carolina
board of directors and if you know someone deserving of this scholarship
we urge you to reach out to us or visit www.kidschancesc.org for more
information on eligibility, awards and the process to be considered.
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M&M Magic Bars

Ingredients 
1 stick of unsalted butter (melted)
14 chocolate graham crackers
One 14-ounce can sweetened
condensed milk
One 10-ounce bag mint chocolate
chips
1 cup cocktail peanuts, coarsely
chopped
2 cups mini marshmallows
1/2 cup red and green M&M’s
1/2 cup coarsely chopped candy
canes
1/4 cup red and green sprinkles

Instructions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.1.
Line a 9-by-13-inch dish with foil, leaving a 2-inch
overhang on each side, and butter the foil.

2.

Crush the graham crackers until they are fine
crumbs. Then, add the melted butter and mix (the
mixture should hold together when squeezed).

3.

Transfer the mixture to the baking dish and press
it into the bottom in an even layer (you can use the
bottom of your measuring cup to help).

4.

Pour the milk over the crumbs and sprinkle the
chocolate chips, peanuts, marshmallows, M&Ms,
candy canes, and sprinkles over it.

5.

Bake until the sides are golden brown and begin to
pull away from the baking dish (30-35 minutes).

6.

Let cool completely (about 1 hour), and using the
foil liner as handles, lift the bars out of the baking
dish and remove the foil.

7.

Cut and Enjoy!8.


